
Emanuel/Ricardo & May-Treanor/Walsh Jennings top Fantasy Tournament podiums 
 
Longmont, Colo., USA, May 20, 2020 - While the world's "elite" beach volleyball players were scheduled to be competing at events in 
China, Brazil, Latvia and the Czech Republic the past month, an on-line tournament featuring past Olympic participants was held to 
determine "fantasy" gold medal winners for men and women. 
 
To the surprise of no one, three-time Olympic and world champions Misty May-Treanor and Kerri Walsh of the United States finished first 
in the women's competition while the men's medal matches were tightly contest by American, Brazilian and German pairs in the voting of 
more than 160 media, coaches and beach volleyball experts around the world. 
 
With total 91 votes received, the top-seeded May-Treanor and Walsh Jennings were listed as the winning team on 81 ballots with a 
predicted score of 2-0 (21-19, 21-18) by defeating third-seeded Laura Ludwig and Kira Walkenhorst of Germany in the gold medal 
match.  Only 31 of the ballots felt that the match would be a three-setter. 
 
For the record, the two teams never met on the FIVB World Tour.  May-Treanor and Walsh Jennings claimed Olympic gold medals in 
2004, 2008 and 2012 with world championship titles in 2003, 2005 and 2007.  Ludwig and Walkenhorst captured the Rio 2016 Olympic 
gold medal before topping the world championship podium in 2017 at Vienna. 
 
In "live" action, May-Treanor and Walsh Jennings posted an 8-0 FIVB World Tour record against Ludwig and her first Olympic partner 
Sara Goller Niedrig.  Walsh Jennings and April Ross held a 5-2 World Tour lead over Ludwig and Walkenhorst with the Germans winning 
two of the last three meetings.  Walsh Jennings and here current partner Brooke Sweat have a 1-0 match mark against Ludwig and her 
current teammate Maggie Kozuch. 
 
Voters awarded the men's gold medal to top-seeded Emanuel Rego and Ricardo Santos as the Brazilian Olympic (2004) and world 
champions (2003) edged second-seeded Americans Phil Dalhausser and Todd Rogers 47-44 in the voting.  The predicted score was 2-1 
(22-20, 20-22, 16-14) as 47 voters predicting a three-set finale. 
 
Emanuel and Ricardo won seven of their 11 matches with Dalhausser and Rogers in "live" events.  The Americans topped the world 
championship podium in 2007 followed by their Olympic crown in 2008.  The two teams rank as the winningest pairs in FIVB World Tour 
history with Emanuel and Ricardo topping 33 podiums and the American duo collected 23 gold medals. 
 
In the men’s bronze medal match, fourth-seeded Julius Brink/Jonas Reckermann of Germany defeated third-seeded Alison Cerutti/Bruno 
Oscar Schmidt of Brazil 49-42 with a predicted score of 2-1 (17-21, 21-18, 15-13) with 46 three-setters listed among the 91 ballots 
received. 
 
Brink and Reckermann were the 2009 world and 2012 Olympic champions.  The Germans defeated Emanuel and Alison for the London 
2012 Summer Games title after edging Alison and Harley Marques for the 2009 world champion crown at Stavanger, Norway. 
 
Brink and Reckermann met Alison 15 times "live" with his two different partners (Emanuel and Harley) with the Brazilian winning eight 
times.  The Germans met Bruno seven times "live" with his two different partners (Benjamin Insfran and Joao Maciel) with Brink and 
Reckermann winning of the five matches. 
 
The voters awarded the women's bronze medal to second-seeded Sandra Pires/Jackie Silva as the 1996 Olympic and 1997 world 
champions defeated Brazilian rivals and fifth-seeded Shelda Bede/Adriana Behar 50-41 with a predicted score of 2-0 (21-19, 21-19) with 
23 ballots listing three sets. 
 
Shelda and Adriana, who captured two world titles (1999 and 2001) and finished second twice at the Olympics (2000 and 2004) met 
Sandra and Jackie once at the 1997 FIVB World Championships in Los Angeles.  Sandra and Jackie prevailed in the semi-finals as the 
two Brazilian pairs combined to win 43 World Tour titles. 
 
Except for Brazil and the United States, who have combined to nine of the 12 Olympic gold medals and 22 of the 36 total Summer 
Games podium placements, a maximum of two teams per country are allowed in the competition. 
 
The Americans and Brazilians were allowed three teams in each gender’s competition.  All five confederations were included in the 
fantasy men’s and women’s competitions along with pairs from Japan.  A Japanese women's team qualified outright due to a fourth-place 
finish in Sydney.  The Japanese men’s team is placed in the competition as a host country entrant for the Tokyo 20012 Olympic Games. 
 
In the cases where players competed in different Olympics with different partners, only one team was entered.  As an example, Emanuel 
competed in five Olympics (three medals) with four different Brazilian partners.  Since he medaled twice with Ricardo Santos, that team 
advanced by winning gold in Athens and bronze in Beijing.  Therefore, Ze Marco de Melo (Atlanta), Jose Loiola (Sydney) and Alison 
Cerutti (London) were not included.  Alison was included due to winning with Bruno Oscar Schmidt in Rio while Ze Marco was excluded 
due to playing with Ricardo in Sydney. 
 
The third Brazilian spot in the women’s field was awarded to Agatha Bednarczuk/Barbara Seixas as the pair placed second at the Rio 
2016 Olympics as compared to a third-place finish by Juliana Felisberta and Larissa Franca at the London 2012 Summer Games.  Both 
teams were world champions with Juliana/Larissa winning in 2011 and Agatha/Barbara in 2015.  Juliana and Larissa are the all-time 
leaders in 45 FIVB World Tour titles with 45.  May-Treanor/Walsh Jennings have captured 40 World tour gold medals to rank second all-
time. 

 



Men’s Beach Volleyball Fantasy Tournament Results 
 

Gold medal match (votes for winner-
votes for loser) - Emanuel Rego/Ricardo 
Santos, Brazil (1) def. Phil 
Dalhausser/Todd Rogers, United States 
(2), 47-44 (predicted result 2-1 (22-20, 
20-22, 16-14). 
 

Bronze medal match - Julius 
Brink/Jonas Reckermann, Germany (4) 
def. Alison Cerutti/Bruno Oscar Schmidt, 
Brazil (3), 49-42 (predicted result 2-1 (17-
21, 21-18, 15-13). 
 

Semi- finals - Emanuel/Ricardo def. 
Brink/Reckermann, 62-35 (predicted 
result 2-1 (21-16, 19-21, 17-15). 
Dalhausser/Rogers def. Alison/Bruno, 
81-16 (predicted result 2-1 (21-17, 18-21, 
18-16). 
 

Quarter-finals - Emanuel/Ricardo def. 
Reinder Nummerdor/Richard Schuil, 
Netherlands (17), 82-8; 
Brink/Reckermann def. Daniele 
Lupo/Paolo Nicolai, Italy (8), 60-30; 
Alison/Bruno def. Karch Kiraly/Kent 
Steffes, United States (7), 54-38; 
Dalhausser/Rogers def. Alexander 
Brouwer/Robert Meeuwsen, Netherlands 
(10), 76-14. 
 

Elimination 1st-round - Emanuel/Ricardo def. Nivaldo Diaz/Sergio Gonzalez, Cuba (23), 66-2; Nummerdor/Schuil def. Viacheslav 
Krasilnikov/Konstantin Semenov, Russia (19), 36-32; Lupo/Nicolai def. Javier Bosma/Pablo Herrera, Spain (11), 46-22; Brink/Reckermann 
def. John Child/Mark Heese, Canada (12), 62-6; Alison/Bruno def. Dain Blanton/Eric Fonoimoana, United States (5), 54-14; Kiraly/Steffes def. 
Patrick Heuscher/Stefan Kobel, Switzerland (13), 54-14; Brouwer/Meeuwsen def. Marcio Araujo/Fabio Luiz Magalhaes, Brazil (9), 42-26; 
Dalhausser/Rogers def. Julien Prosser/Mark Williams, Australia (18), 62-6. 
 

Women’s Beach Volleyball Fantasy Tournament Results 
 

Gold Medal Match (votes for winner-
votes for loser) - Misty May-
Treanor/Kerri Walsh Jennings, United 
States (1) def. Laura Ludwig/Kira 
Walkenhorst, Germany (3), 81-10 
(predicted result 2-0 (21-19, 21-18). 
 

Bronze Medal Match- Sandra 
Pires/Jackie Silva, Brazil (2) defeated 
Shelda Bede/Adriana Behar, Brazil (5), 
50-41 (predicted result 2-0 (21-19, 21-
19). 
 

Semi-finals - May-Treanor/Walsh 
Jennings def. Shelda/Adriana, 87-10 
(predicted result 2-0 (21-17, 21-18); 
Ludwig/Walkenhorst def. 
Sandra/Jackie, 60-37 (predicted result 2-
0 (21-18, 21-18). 
 

Quarter-final - May-Treanor/Walsh 
Jennings def. Natalie Cook/Kerri 
Pottharst, Australia (4), 76-4; 
Shelda/Adriana def. Agatha 
Bednarczuk/Barbara Seixas, Brazil (9), 
42-38; Ludwig/Walkenhorst def. 
Jennifer Kessy/April Ross, United States 
(7), 58-22; Sandra/Jackie def. Chen 
Xue/Xi Zhang, China (10), 46-34 
 

Elimination 1st-round - May-Treanor/Walsh Jennings def. Ekaterina Birlova/Evgeniya Ukolova, Russia (15), 56-0; Cook/Pottharst def. Jia 
Tian/Jie Wang, China (8), 34-24; Shelda/Adriana def. Heather Bansley/Sarah Pavan, Canada (14), 34-24; Agatha/Barbara def. Joana 
Heidrich/Nadine Zumkehr, Switzerland (18), 44-14; Ludwig/Walkenhorst def. Holly McPeak/Elaine Youngs, United States (11), 52-6; 
Kessy/Ross def. Greta Cicolari/Marta Menegatti, Italy (13), 58-0; Xue/Zhang def. Louise Bawden/Taliqua Clancy, Australia (19), 40-18; 
Sandra/Jackie def. Doris Schwaiger/Stefanie Schwaiger, Austria (12), 58-0. 
 



 

 


